
IMPACT ON P-12 LEARNING AND DEVELOPMENT

Multiple outcome measures at the institutional and state levels document JCU’s candidates’ and completers’ impact on
P-12 learning and development.

The candidates’ professional year consists of two academic semesters prior to program completion, where students gain
increasingly independent control of a P-12 classroom under the supervision of a mentor teacher. During the first semester
(pre-student teaching), the candidates complete a minimum of 90 hours of classroom teaching experience. During the
second semester (student teaching), candidates gain full-time teaching experience over 15 weeks, including a minimum of
360 hours of classroom teaching experience. Student teacher candidates complete the Teacher Performance Assessment
(edTPA), a summative national performance assessment of candidates entering the teaching profession designed to
answer the question, “Is a new teacher ready for the job?” The edTPA is evaluated by trained, certified scorers and
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